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Get involved in the Very Special 
Kids Piggy Bank Appeal

Meet the Woods family  

After the death of her husband, and her 11-year-old’s 

incurable disease diagnosis, Kylie Poppins knew she 

needed to take matters into her own hands to get 

herself and her two children, Robbie and Steph, the 

support they needed to get through.

“At that time it was more about getting help for 

Robbie because I didn’t feel I had the capability 

or capacity to truly help him through all of this, 

especially at school, but what I quickly learned was 

how much Very Special Kids supports the whole 

family,” Kylie said. 

At 10-weeks-old, Steph was diagnosed with 

nystagmus, a vision condition in which the eyes make 

repetitive, uncontrolled movements. After years of 

extensive nerve damage to Steph’s hands, feet and 

mouth, the family received the news that she had 

mitochondrial disease. 

Mitochondrial disease is a debilitating and  

potentially fatal disease that causes cells to  

die until, eventually, whole organ systems fail  

and the patient’s life itself is compromised.

The family has since been supported by Family 

Support Practitioner, Roni, through counselling, 

support and advocacy, and Steph has also utilised  

the children’s hospice.

“I have a disease that drains your energy, until you  

give up. I want other kids, and families, to have faith.  

I want other kids to look their disease in the eye and 

say you suck, but I can beat you. The team at Very 

Special Kids has helped me to see that,” Steph said.

Most of us had a piggy bank as a 

child to save for something really special. 

Our iconic piggy banks are just bigger 

versions of the same thing. We are 

saving for children with life-threatening 

conditions and their families, who rely on 

the support of Very Special Kids.

The Very Special Kids Piggy Bank Appeal is a unique 

fundraising campaign that brings together people 

from all parts of the community to raise funds for 

Very Special Kids.

For 22 years, our iconic Piggy Banks have travelled 

Victoria raising funds to allow us to continue our 

vital work in supporting families who are facing one 

of life’s most difficult challenges.

This year, COVID-19 restrictions have meant the 

need is even greater, as feelings of anxiety, isolation 

and grief are heightened during the pandemic. 

We need help more than ever to fill our piggy banks 

to raise $1m to allow us to continue our essential 

services supporting families who are facing one of 

life’s most difficult challenges.
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Host your own virtual Piggy Trail stop
Our five giant piggy banks are in lock-down this year and unable 

to hit the road, but we would love you to still host your own 

fundraising event. Run a raffle, colouring competition, piggy 

treasure hunt, trivia competition or golf day. Send us your photos 

- we’d love to see what you do!

Sell piggy merchandise
Display a piggy merchandise box full of bright colourful products 

on a sale-or-return basis. The full merchandise range is available 

to order separately in addition to the merchandise box. 

Orders can be placed using the merchandise order form within 

this pack.

Collect donations with your  
very own counter pig
Display our collection unit on your branch counter, lunchroom 

or reception counter during the month of November. No cash? 

No problem! Use a mobile phone to scan the QR code on the 

collection unit or poster to make an online donation. 

Please complete and return the enclosed forms to get your 

organisation involved. For further information please call  

(03) 9804 6228, email events@vsk.org.au or visit vsk.org.au

There are many ways that your business can fundraise for the 
Piggy Bank Appeal and help Very Special Kids care for children 
with life-threatening conditions. Here are a few ideas:



Caring for families in 
your local community

Partners

Very Special Kids, 321 Glenferrie Road, Malvern VIC 3144   

Phone (03) 9804 6228 Email events@vsk.org.au  |  vsk.org.au

We support families across Victoria
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Over the past two decades, Very Special 

Kids has become a recognised leader in 

paediatric palliative care in Australia.

Our mission is to provide holistic care for Victorian 

families facing the potential death of a child, 

including counselling and emotional support for the 

whole family, medically-supported respite care as 

well as end-of-life care and long term bereavement 

support.

Each year, we support around 850 families 

across Victoria. As a predominantly self-funded 

organisation, Very Special Kids relies on the 

generosity of the community to fund our vital  

free-of-charge services. 

To ensure services are accessible to families in 

regional areas, in addition to our main office and 

hospice in Malvern, Very Special Kids also operates 

offices in Brunswick, Ballarat, Bendigo, Hastings, 

Shepparton, Torquay, Pakenham and Port Fairy.


