
special lives

The McKee family is the face of this year’s Piggy Bank 
Appeal and they represent more than 900 families 
across Victoria who are supported by Very Special Kids. 

Show your support for 
children like Emma

Welcome to 
our Spring 
newsletter!
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Children’s hospice
and family support

Ten-year-old Emma is a very cheeky girl who 
loves swimming, giving cuddles and playing 
on the swings, but she also requires 24 hour 
care and assistance for all her basic needs.

Emma had her first seizure at only seven 
weeks of age and was later diagnosed with 
Lennox-Gastaut Syndrome, a rare type of 
uncontrolled epilepsy. Emma is non-verbal, 
is fed through a tube and can have up to 40 
seizures on any given day.

 

Emma’s mum Jenny has become her full-
time carer and father Rodney and 14-year-
old brother Jarrod do all they can to help.

This edition of Special Lives highlights the 
many ways the community can fundraise for 
the Piggy Bank Appeal and help Very Special 
Kids care for families like the McKees. 



Very Special Kids Hospice

Very Special Kids provides a range of 
support services to the McKee family, 
and they know that when Emma 
comes to stay at our children’s hospice, 
she is safe and in good hands, giving 
them time for activities and much 
needed respite several times a year. 

“In the early years I never felt like I could 
leave her, but we finally realised we 
can’t do it all alone. Now Emma loves 
the hospice and we feel comfortable 
leaving her there, knowing she is safe 
and with good people” said Jenny. 

Sibling Program

Jarrod is very protective of Emma, 
and finds it difficult to watch his sister 
struggle with the seizures. 

“It affects me a lot of the time. It’s just a 
constant worry about when her next 
seizure will be, and when she does I 
find it so hard to stand there and watch 
it, I don’t like that there is nothing I can 
do to help” said Jarrod. 

Jarrod attends Sibling Days and 
Camps at Very Special Kids, and he 
finds it really helpful as he doesn’t 
usually like to share exactly how he is 
feeling with his friends, “it’s great to be 
around people who are in the same 
boat as you, it’s just comforting to 
know you are not alone” he explained. 

Family Support Services

The McKee family also receive 
emotional support and guidance 
from Very Special Kids, with a Family 
Support Practitioner regularly 
checking in, as well as attending 
coffee days and parent bonding 
activities.  

Living with uncertainty

Having a child with a complex 
medical condition has many 
challenges, but the McKee’s find the 
most challenging part of Emma’s 
condition the uncertainty. 

“If we could stop the seizures 
that would be my wish, they’re 
uncontrollable and to see what she 
goes through while not being able to 
do anything about it, is awful. Every 
time she has a seizure it’s doing 
damage to her brain but no one can 
tell us exactly how. It is like living in 
an unknown world” said Rodney. 

The McKee family is exceptionally 
grateful for everyday they have with 
Emma, as well as Very Special Kids 
and the support provided to their 
entire family, as Jenny explained “it 
is an incredible privilege to have this 
service available, it really is special.” 
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Show your support for 
children like Emma (continued)

From the CEO
Each year Very Special Kids is challenged 
with raising approximately $7.5 million to 
cover the costs of operations and services 
to children and families. Despite this 
challenge we managed to generate an 
increase in income for the year ending June 
2017 thanks to the generosity of numerous 
individual and corporate partners. 

As we move into the new financial year, we 
are focusing on sustainable growth and 
maintaining a high level of service delivery. 
We are working on many major initiatives in 
2017-18 which include undertaking a review 
of the of the hospice facility, responding 
to the increasing requests for end-of-life 
support, developing a five year fundraising 
strategy and measuring the support of the 
family support team and its impact across 
the community.

Last year we announced the long-term 
future of Very Special Kids has been 
secured, with funding from the Federal and 
Victorian governments facilitating a transfer 
of ownership of the property to Very 
Special Kids. An event was held in July to 
formally announce this with special guests 
Hon Greg Hunt MP, Federal Minister for 
Health and Hon Kelly O’Dwyer MP, Federal 
Member for Higgins. We are extremely 
grateful and acknowledge the wonderful 
support of both the Federal and Victorian 
Governments for their contribution.

We are currently ramping up our Piggy 
Bank Appeal activities, with our giant piggy 
banks visiting communities around Victoria 
to raise more than $1 million. I would like 
to say a special thank you to the Appeal’s 
Major Partners ALH Group, Commonwealth 
Bank and Seven News, as well as Supporting 
Partners Advent Print Media, Make it 
Happen, smoothfm 91.5, Toyota and WTFN 
Entertainment. 

Michael Wasley 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Just like the Piggy Banks we all had as children, 
our Very Special Kids Piggy Banks are collecting 
change to raise money for something very 
special. 

Together with the generous support of 
the community we hope to raise over $1 
million for children with life-threatening 
conditions. All of the funds raised will 
help to provide support services to 
families and children in need.
 
There are so many ways that you 
can help and be part of this great 
community. Host a fundraiser at your 
business, school or venue, and why 
not have a big pig visit! You can collect 
change in our unique piggy collection 

units, attend the Footy Fever Debate and 
much more. 

Visit the official Piggy Bank Appeal 
website for more information and join in 
the fun this September. 
piggybankappeal.org.au 

Piggy Dates
Piggy Trails 
Fri 1 to Sat 30 Sep
Our five giant Piggy Banks 
Penelope, Pete, Pepe, Patrick and 
Princess will head off on a month 
long adventure to visit hundreds of 
towns and suburbs in all corners 
of Victoria to attend community 
events, collect donations and sell 
merchandise.

Footy Fever Debate
Thu 31 Aug, 6.45am to 9am
MCC Members Dining Room, 
Melbourne Cricket Ground
A highlight of both football 
and corporate entertainment 
calendars. While you enjoy 
breakfast, high-profile football 
personalities will engage in a 
humorous and sometimes fiery 
debate about whether 80s and 
90s AFL legends had better 
fashion than players of today.

Commonwealth Bank 
Very Special Day 
Thu 28 Sep
Commonwealth Bank branches 
all across Victoria are holding a 
special day to show their support 
for the Piggy Bank Appeal. Get 
down to your local branch for a 
range of fundraising events and 
activities including sausage sizzles, 
cupcake stalls, staff dress-ups and 
merchandise and other piggy-
related activities.

To make a donation to 
support Emma’s family and 
the Piggy Bank Appeal, turn 
to the back page! 
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The event was in essence a virtual 
cycling race with seven teams 
onsite participating on their own 
bikes on an indoor trainer. The 
riders all competed against each 
other via software that ‘talked’ to 
their bike.

Thank you The Cycling Fix, 
Bridged, Cummins, Mercedes-
Benz Toorak and Daimler for all 
of the support, as well as our MC 
Peter Montgomery. We couldn’t 
have done the event without all of 

the support we received, as well as 
the assistance from Paul McCann 
and Andrew MacMillan from our 
Foundation for getting everyone 
there.

It costs $7.5 million for Very Special 
Kids to run each year and it’s 
important that these events take 
place and grow. We look forward 
to seeing the Autumn Classic grow 
bigger and better as the years go on.

Lots of lycra and 
competition for a cause

Fundraising
News

Earlier this year Very Special Kids held the 
inaugural Autumn Classic cycling event and 
raised over $42,000

Special Dates
Major Events

Very Special Kids Golf Day
Tue 31 Oct, 12pm 
Woodlands Golf Club, Mordialloc

Very Special Kids Fair 
Sat 25 Nov, 9am to 3pm
Very Special Kids, 321 Glenferrie 
Road, Malvern

Very Special Kids Fashion Sale 
Sat 25 Nov, 9am to 3pm
Malvern Town Hall, Corner 
Glenferrie Road and High Street, 
Malvern

Community Fundraisers 

Victorian Doll Fair 
Sat 7 to Sun 8 Oct
Malvern Town Hall, Corner 
Glenferrie Road and High Street, 
Malvern

Upstream Challenge
Sat 11 Nov
50km starts Gosch’s Paddock, 
Olympic Bvd, Melbourne
20km starts Yarra Flats Reserve, 
Cnr The Boulevard and Banksia St, 
Eaglement

Rob and Leonie’s Christmas 
Lights
Sat 2 to Sun 24 Dec
151 Dalgetty Road Beaumaris 
www.facebook.com/
robandleonieschristmaslights



Coles Services team members have 
literally pushed their way to raising 
more than $83,000 for children 
with life-threatening conditions by 
embarking on Coles’ first Trolley Push 
into towns and suburbs across Victoria.

Over 12 days the Coles Services 
team members pushed a modified 
shopping trolley to around 50 locations 
across Victoria, encouraging the local 
community to donate to Very Special Kids.

Merchandise sales and donations 
by customers, suppliers and team 
members over the Trolley Push totalled 

just over $40,000 and Coles then 
matched the donations dollar for dollar.

Coles Services Area Manager Michael 
Thompson championed the first 
Trolley Push and was thrilled to see 
team members rally behind the cause 
with such passion.

“Being the very first initiative of its 
kind for Coles, the Trolley Push is a 
fundraiser that our team is excited 
to support. Coles Services was 
established in 2014 to manage the 
collection of our trolleys and cleaning 
services across Australia and this is 

also the team’s first major community 
initiative,” he said.

We are beyond thrilled that the 
fundraising activity was so successful, 
and are so grateful for the amount of 
effort put in by Coles Services team 
members.

Coles Services Trolley  
Push raises over  
$83,000 for Very Special Kids

Calling all walkers  
and runners  
Join Very Special Kids on Saturday 11 
November for the Upstream 50km 
Challenge along the beautiful Yarra 
River trails. You can choose to tackle 
the 50km or 20km course by joining 
the Very Special Kids team and all 
money raised goes towards funding 
our Mates Weekends program in the 
hospice.  

As well as organizing this challenge 
to raise fund for children with life-
threatening conditions, Upstream 
also provide services to Very Special 
Kids as the supplier of the printer and 
photocopier at our Malvern office. 

Registrations are now open at 
www.upstreamfoundation.org



A wonderful winter 
wonderland  
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Very Special Kids Hospice was recently 
transformed into a winter wonderland, with 
lights, Christmas decorations and a whole lot 
of fake snow which was beyond magical.
 

Family
News

For our July School Holiday 
Program children staying at 
the Hospice were taken into a 
wonderful world of creativity and 
imagination.

Some of our special guests included 
Queen Elsa and Princess Anna, who 
performed magic tricks and helped 
the children build snowmen. They 
even created a snowstorm and sang 
‘Let It Go’ which the kids adored.

Santa Claus came to visit and sang 
carols whilst handing out presents. 
One of his reindeer later made 
an appearance too - which was a 
miniature pony dressed in its finest 
reindeer outfit turning even the 
most curved frowns upside down.

We had some fluffy creatures visit 
from Rainbird’s Farm, and the kids 
especially loved the lamb and baby 

goat. There were even some not 
so fluffy creatures that slithered 
and hopped about, from Wildlife 
X-posure.

A big thanks to our staff and 
volunteers for going above and 
beyond to bring countless smiles to 
the Very Special Kids Hospice.

The School Holiday Programs are 
operated four times each year by 
Very Special Kids Hospice, and 
ensures that children with life-
threatening illnesses have access 
to activities in a safe and controlled 
environment, and experiences they 
wouldn’t usually get to have.

Diary Dates
Thu 21 Sep 
Creating Memories 
Malvern 

Wed 27 Sep & Tue 3 Oct 
Sibling Days
Malvern

Thu 28 Sep
Bereaved Sibling Day 
Malvern

Fri 13 to Sun 15 Oct
Lord Somers Camp 
Somers 

Fri 13 to Sun 15 Oct
Mates Weekend for Girls 
Hospice 

Sun 29 Oct 
Remembrance Day 
Malvern Town Hall 

Sun 19 Nov
Ulysses Day 
Cardinia Reservoir Park 

Tue 28 Nov
Creating Memories 
Malvern 

Sun Nov 26
Family Christmas Party 
Malvern 

Fri 1 to Sun 3 Dec
Mates Weekend for Boys
Hospice

For an updated list of programs and 
events please check vsk.org.au/events



Very Special Kids is committed to 
providing family support services across 
Victoria through offices in several 
regional areas.

In addition to supporting families 
through counselling and advocacy, 
team members in regional offices also 
coordinate local programs and events 
to provide families the opportunity to 
meet each other and share information 
and experiences.

Earlier this year, a ten-pin-bowls family 
day was hosted in the Hume region with 
seven families in attendance to enjoy 
some time out together.

Living with a child who has a life-
threatening condition can be exhausting 
and for many families it’s important they 
take time out for themselves to relax 
and participate in enjoyable activities.

One mother commented “our family 
had a lovely afternoon and it was great 
to see some of the other families there 
too. We really appreciate the time and 
thought contributed to organising these 
events”.

Thank you to the team at Shepparton 
Ten Pin Bowls Centre and the 
assistanceof volunteers for making it all 
possible.

Family fun in  
the Hume region

At Very Special Kids we welcome 
people of all backgrounds and 
respect that the families we support 
are different in many ways including 
country of birth, ethnicity, culture, 
gender, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, socio-economic status, 
religion and ability. 
We are keen to ensure that the 

services we provide are accessible and 
responsive to the individual needs of 
all our families. To do this, we have 
recently set up a Working Group 
with representatives from all areas of 
Very Special Kids to celebrate these 
differences and think about what 
we can do to make our services as 
inclusive as possible.

Diversity and inclusion at Very Special Kids

Some of the things the Diversity Working Group hopes to achieve include:

•  Identifying ways to make our physical surroundings more welcoming to people from all backgrounds
•  Creating stronger relationships with advocacy organisations such as the Centre for Ethnicity and Health
•  Gaining a better understanding of the cultural and other diversity amongst our families through improved data collection
•  Ensuring that our publications, fundraising and social media reflect our diverse family population and are easy to read
•  Understanding how we can better support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families
•  Ensuring our services are accessible to same sex families
•  Reflecting diversity in the children’s experiences during their stay in the hospice, for example in the artwork they   
    do and the stories that are read to them
•   Offering training on diversity and inclusion to all staff
•   Better celebrating diversity by recognizing events such as National Reconciliation Week and Sorry Day, Cultural    
    Diversity Week and Harmony Day, NAIDOC Week, International Women’s Day, International Day of People    
    with Disability, and International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia

We would love to have some families involved in the Working Group too, so if you’d be interested in contributing in some way 
please email Kara Briggs (General Manager Planning and Improvement) on kbriggs@vsk.org.au or call 9804 6252.



Please make a donation today and help children 
with life-threatening conditions just like Emma. 

Send in your donation 
You can make a donation in the following ways:

Mail                 Complete this donation form and return via Reply Paid envelope
Call                 Free call 1800 888 875
Online            vsk.org.au
SMS                Text EMMA to 0455  021 021
Visit                321 Glenferrie Road Malvern 3144
Email              mail@vsk.org.au

My Info
Full name: 

Postal Address: 

Suburb                        State                   Postcode>

Mobile:              

Home:

Email Address: 

Date of Birth: 

My Payments
Please charge this amount to my: 

 VISA    Mastercard    AMEX     Diners

Card Number:

Expiry:     /         

Name on card:                                                                        Signature:

OR Please find enclosed a:   cheque (Payable to Very Special Kids)     money order

      

Choose your donation amount
 $50         $100            $500            $1,250   Or my choice: $

All donations of $2 or more are tax deductible and help care for a seriously ill child and their family.

Phone 03 9804 6222 | Fax 03 9822 1252
Email mail@vsk.org.au | 321 Glenferrie Road, Malvern, Vic, 3144
Regional offices in Ballarat, Bendigo, Brunswick, Hastings,  
Port Fairy, Shepparton, Torquay and Traralgon
ABN 86 109 832 091 
Design: Make It Happen. Printing: Advent Print Media. 
Photography: Gavin Blue and Kerry Pryor.

Children’s hospice
and family support

Freecall
1800 888 875
Website and
online donations
vsk.org.au 

Thank you for supporting Very Special Kids and the Piggy Bank Appeal, we 
are so grateful for your generosity. 


