
special lives

The Young family is the face of this year’s Piggy 

Bank Appeal and they represent more than 900 

families across Victoria who are supported by 

Very Special Kids. 

Show your support  
for children like Ellie Welcome to 

our Spring
newsletter!

Edition 2, 2016

Children’s hospice
and family support

Eight-year-old Ellie was born without 

her right eye, with a cleft lip and other 

unique facial features. She has a genetic 

condition called Wolf Hirschhorn 

Syndrome that afects her in many 

ways, including regular seizures. Ellie is 

nonverbal, is unable to walk un-aided 

and requires assistance with all her  

daily needs. 

The level of care Ellie requires creates 

additional challenges for her parents 

Mel and Luke, as well as their four-

year-old son Cooper. Very Special Kids 

helps the Young family by providing 

specialised respite care for Ellie at our 

children’s hospice, as well as emotional 

support and guidance for Mel and 

Luke. The family is also on a waiting list 

for a suitable trained home volunteer 

to support the whole family, with a 

particular focus on being a special  

friend for Cooper.

This edition of Special Lives highlights 

the many ways the community can 

fundraise for the Piggy Bank Appeal and 

help Very Special Kids care for families 

like the Youngs. 



Held on an evening during 

National Volunteer Week 2016, the 

celebration thanked the 180 Friends 

volunteers who assist Very Special 

Kids with fundraising and the team  

of over 250 Family Service volunteers 

who give many hours of their time 

by working directly with our families

Our patron Sister Margaret Noone 

presented Service Awards to 

volunteers who have completed 

5, 10, 15 and 20 years of service. 

The inaugural Community Group 

Recognition Award was presented 

for the irst time to a very deserving 

and hard working group of 

volunteers – the Arts4Kids group. 

Art4Kids began in 2005 when 

a group of Friends volunteers 

organised the inaugural Art4Kids 

Charity Art Auction at the Malvern 

Town Hall. They invited VCE art 

students from 40 Victorian schools 

to submit pieces of artwork that 

would be displayed alongside the 

work of professional artists. 

Backed by corporate sponsors,  

the winning students were eligible 

for art scholarships and all the 

proceeds of sales went to support 

Very Special Kids. The event was a 

huge success and the group went 

on to hold many art shows for Very 

Special Kids.

With the art shows proving to be a 

success, the original Art4Kids group 

became integral stall holders at the 

annual Very Special Kids Fair. The 

members began to have monthly 

meetings to discuss what they would 

create for the upcoming Fair. 

A talented and passionate group of 

sewers, painters, knitters and artists 

display the most wonderful creations 

year after year, through a stall that 

has become synonymous with 

quality and creativity. People come 

from far and wide to purchase their 

hand-made quilts, baby blankets, 

toys, aprons and a multitude of  

other incredible original pieces. 

It is then itting that Art4Kids  

was recognised with the inaugural 

Community Group Recognition 

Award. On behalf of everyone  

at Very Special Kids, thank you  

to Art4Kids and all our wonderful 

volunteers. 
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Valuable volunteers 

The generous contribution volunteers make to 
Very Special Kids was recently recognised with 
a Volunteer Appreciation Event.  

From the CEO
My irst three months at Very Special Kids 

has gone quickly and I have really enjoyed 

learning about our services and the impact 

we have in supporting families. I have met 

many families, supporters and volunteers 

and I feel very lucky to be with such a 

strong cultural organisation that has such a 

profound impact on assisting families.

I am pleased to announce our long-term 

future in Malvern has been secured, 

with funding from the Commonwealth 

and Victorian Governments transferring 

ownership of 321 Glenferrie Road to Very 

Special Kids. We had leased the property 

from the Victorian Government since 1995 

through an annual rental payment. Like 

all rental tenants, we faced the potential 

of needing to ind new premises if the 

Government decided to use the property in 

another way. 

While nothing changes in terms of our 

day-to-day services, this announcement 

secures our physical location and allows 

us to focus on providing the highest level 

of care to the children and families we 

support.  In addition, any improvements or 

developments we make to the building and 

property will be enhancements to an asset 

we own, which will contribute to our future 

inancial viability. This means we can ofer 

our families greater conidence that we are 

here for them for the long-term.

This news unfortunately does not add any 

extra funds into our operating budget that 

is required to support the families the way 

we do. Nor does it mean we can ease up on 

our fundraising activities. Our challenge is 

to raise more than $5.5 million this inancial 

year to maintain the hospice and family 

support we provide to Victorian families.

Michael Wasley,

Chief Executive Oicer 



My donation 
I would like to make a gift of:

  $50    $100    $300    $1,000

Or my choice: $

My info 
Name: 

Address:

Postcode:

Phone:

Mobile:

Email:

Date of Birth: 

My payment
  I would like to donate by cheque / 

money order (payable to Very Special Kids)

OR please debit my credit card:

 VISA   Mastercard  AMEX

Card Number:

      

Expiry:    /     

Signature:

Name on card:

  Single donation

   I authorise Very Special Kids to make 

automatic donations to this value from 

my credit card until further notice  

 Monthly   Quarterly   Annually 

Send to
Very Special Kids  

321 Glenferrie Road, Malvern, Victoria, 3144  

Phone: 03 9804 6222  

Fax: 03 9822 1252 

All donations over $2 are tax deductible.  
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I would like to 
support Very 
Special Kids

Riding the extra mile 

From Melbourne to Ballarat to Lorne and 
Sorrento, a group of nine keen cyclists rode 
450 kilometres over four days to raise funds 
for Very Special Kids.

Collectively, the group raised more than 

$75,000 for Very Special Kids which 

will allow 60 children to spend a night 

at the hospice. The cyclists made a 

special stop in Ballarat to meet 17-year-

old Daniel Walters, who has Muscular 

Dystrophy.

“Because of his condition, Daniel is in 

a wheelchair and can’t do the basic 

things most people take for granted,” his 

mother Cathy said. 

“Daniel loves staying at the hospice and 

participating in the Very Special Kids 

Mates Weekends. Being a 17 year old 

that social side is very important to him 

and it’s important he’s around other 

kids who ‘get it’ and understand his 

condition.”

Organiser and rider Jason Lewis shared 

the inspiration behind taking on the 

challenge. “We wanted to be able 

to support Very Special Kids, which 

provides a very important service to 

children and families. A lot of us are 

having kids or have kids and we have a 

genuine love of children, so we’re happy 

to help.”

And help they most deinitely have! 

Thank you to Jeremy Gomo, Peter 

Temopoulos, Alon Cassuto, Sam 

Chester, Ryan Lewis, Jason Lewis, Paul 

Kegen, Gabriel Dukes and Rod Binedell. 

Your hard work and determination has 

paid of and we are extremely grateful 

for your support.
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We are saving for children with 

life-threatening conditions and 

their families, who rely on the 

support of Very Special Kids. 

The Very Special Kids Piggy 

Bank Appeal runs throughout 

September and is a unique 

fundraising campaign that brings 

together people from all parts of 

the community to raise funds for 

Very Special Kids.

Our ive iconic giant piggy banks 

will once again take to our roads 

this September to raise a further 

$1 million to support families 

who are facing one of life’s most 

diicult challenges. 

You can get involved in the Piggy 

Bank Appeal in many diferent 

ways and there is a participation 

form on the inside back page of 

Special Lives. 

Piggy Dates

Piggy Trails 
Thu 1 to Fri 30 Sep

Our ive giant piggy bank trailers 

- Patrick, Penelope, Pepi, Pete 

and Princess - visit hundreds of 

towns and suburbs in all corners 

of Victoria to attend community 

events, collect donations and sell 

merchandise. 

Footy Fever Debate
Thu 1 Sep, 7am to 9am

MCC Members Dining Room, 

Melbourne Cricket Ground

A highlight of both the corporate 

and sports entertainment 

calendars, this humorous and 

sometimes iery debate between 

high-proile football personalities 

tackles the topic “Footballers 

are smarter than journalists”. 

Commonwealth Bank 
Very Special Day 
Fri 23 Sep

Commonwealth Bank branches 

all across Victoria are holding a 

special day to show their support 

for the Piggy Bank Appeal. Get 

down to your local branch for 

a range of fundraising events 

and activities including sausage 

sizzles, cupcake stalls, staf dress 

ups, merchandise and other 

piggy-related activities. 

Fundraising
News

Most of us had a piggy bank as a child to save 
for something really special. Our iconic piggy 
banks are just bigger versions of the same thing. 



Hold a fundraising activity
Fundraising events and activities are only limited by your imagination! 

Sausage sizzles, piggy themed morning teas, casual dress days and head 

shaves are always crowd favourites.

For businesses, have staf pledge their support to see the Executive 

Management Team or your direct Manager dressed in one of the Very  

Special Kids pig suits for a meeting! Set a target of $500, all donations are  

tax deductible. For more inspiration head to the Piggy Bank Appeal website  

at piggybankappeal.org.au

Host a giant Piggy Trail stop
Our ive giant piggy banks and volunteer crews are hitting the road in 

September to collect donations, sell merchandise and help you with your 

fundraising activities. If you would like a 700kg pig trotting up to your 

business, organise a fundraising activity and we will do the rest! Please 

register your interest now to secure your preferred date  

(subject to availability and minimum fundraising goal).

Sell piggy merchandise
Display a piggy merchandise box full of bright colourful products during 

September on a sale-or-return basis. The full merchandise range is available 

to order separately in addition to the merchandise box. 

Collect donations with your very own counter pig
Display one of our novel piggy bank collection units or smaller collection  

tins on your shop counters, lunchroom or reception counter during the 

month of September.
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Special Dates

Major Events

Very Special Kids Golf Day
Tue 25 Oct, 12.00pm 

Woodlands Golf Club,  

Mordialloc

Very Special Kids Fair 
Sat 19 Nov, 9am to 3pm

Very Special Kids,  

321 Glenferrie Road, Malvern

Very Special Kids  
Fashion Sale
Sat 19 Nov, 9am to 2pm

Malvern Town Hall, Corner 

Glenferrie Road and High Street, 

Malvern

Community Fundraisers

Victorian Doll Fair 
Sat 1 to Sun 2 Oct

Malvern Town Hall, Corner 

Glenferrie Road and High Street, 

Malvern

Art Show – Kevin Hills Top 
Ten Australian Artists
Fri 14 to Sun 16 Oct

Malvern Town Hall, Corner 

Glenferrie Road and High Street, 

Malvern

kevinhillstopten.com.au

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 

Very Special Kids Hospice provides 

around-the-clock care to children 

with life-threatening conditions 

and supports their families. 

Families just like Youngs and their 

daughter Ellie. 

“The services that Very Special Kids 

ofer are one-of-a-kind. Besides 

close family, they are the only ones 

I trust with Ellie. We are just so 

grateful they are here for us.” 

Our ongoing commitment is to 

provide care for these seriously 

ill children and their families 

throughout this diicult journey. 

Thankfully, we are not alone. 

We currently have 123 kind 

supporters who have made a 

pledge to provide ongoing and 

automatic monthly, quarterly or 

annual donations. These ongoing 

donations help to ensure our 

doors remain open and that 

our hospice and family support 

services are funded now and into 

the future.    

A small manageable donation 

makes an incredible impact over 

time and gives us the security of a 

planned income. Regular donors 

receive an annual tax deductible 

receipt and regular updates on 

how their support is actively 

helping these children and their 

families. 

For less than the cost of a cofee a 

week, you can change a life today. 

Will you make the commitment to 

help ensure seriously ill children 

and their families are not alone 

when they need us the most?

To learn more or become a  

regular donor today, please  

contact Nadisha on 03 9804 6247 

or email mail@vsk.org.au

Open hearts to keep our 
doors open 

Fundraising
News

Committed regular donors help to fund 
services for children and families now and 
into the future.

Call-out for 
auction prizes
Very Special Kids is looking for luxury prizes to be auctioned at upcoming 

fundraising events. If you, your workplace or someone you know would like to 

contribute, please contact Sharon Stynes on 03 9804 6240 or sstynes@vsk.org.au.
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As a dedicated volunteer, no job is too 

big or small for Sue. She generously 

gives her time at annual events and 

local community fundraisers. 

“I like to make people aware of 

what Very Special Kids is about. 

Volunteering here is a very important 

and happy part of my life. It’s not 

just the volunteering that gives you 

pleasure, it’s all the things that come 

with it – the laughs, the people I have 

met, the friendships I have made.  

We get here, we roll up our sleeves 

and we do it to help the kids,” Sue said. 

By leaving a gift in her will, Sue will 

ensure Very Special Kids is there, 

beyond her lifetime to continue to 

provide vital support to children with 

life-threatening conditions and their 

families. 

 “Very Special Kids is very special to 

me. I am a great believer that people 

should give back and when you make 

a will, you leave it to the people who 

can beneit. I think it’s vital to come 

down to Very Special Kids, walk 

around, talk to the staf and see how 

the nurses look after the children. It 

just warms the cockles of your heart,” 

she said.  

To find out more about leaving  

a gift in your will to Very Special Kids,  

contact Jessica on 03 9804 6250  

or email jdavey@vsk.org.au 

The gift of giving  
   
After giving her time as a volunteer for over 20 years,  
Sue Hardiman is ensuring her legacy lives on by leaving  
a gift in her will.

Join Very Special Kids on Saturday  

5 November for the Upstream 50km 

Challenge along the beautiful Yarra 

River trails. You can choose to tackle 

the 50km or 20km course by joining 

the Very Special Kids team and all 

money raised goes towards funding 

our Mates Weekends program in the 

hospice.   

As well as organizing this challenge 

to raise fund for children with life-

threatening conditions, Upstream 

also provide services to Very Special 

Kids as the supplier of the printer and 

photocopier at our Malvern oice.  

 

Registrations are now open at  

www.upstreamfoundation.org

Calling all walkers 
and runners 



Fri 26 to Sat 27 Aug
Mates Weekend for Girls 
Hospice 

Fri 9 to Sat 10 Sep
Bereaved Parent Weekend
Daylesford

Tue 13 Sep 
Creative Memories 
Malvern 

Thu 22 & Wed 28 Sep
Sibling Days
Malvern

Thu 29 Sep
Bereaved Sibling Day 
Malvern

Fri 7 to Sun 9 Oct 
Lord Somers Camp 
Somers 

Sun 9 Oct 
Remembrance Day 
Malvern Town Hall 

Thu 20 Oct
Parent’s Pamper Morning 
Warrnambool 

Fri 11 to Sat 12 Nov 
Mates Weekend
Hospice 

Sun 13 Nov
Ulysses Day 
Cardinia Reservoir Park 

Thu 17 Nov
Parent’s Lunch 
Hamilton 

Sun 20 Nov
Family Christmas Party 
Malvern 

 

Diary Dates

Family
News

Despite having physical challenges, 

the boys still have very high 

cognitive ability. They are able to 

relate, and share their feelings with 

one another, without the fear of 

judgement or misunderstanding. 

It’s the perfect setting to forget their 

worries and just enjoy.

The most recent weekend in June 

started on Saturday when the boys 

were taken to see Hawthorn versus 

Melbourne, thanks to tickets being 

donated by Hawthorn Football 

Club. Sunday morning kept the 

AFL spirit alive with a special visit 

from Greg Champion, the ultimate 

Aussie Rules musician, along with a 

performance in the hospice.  

During the March weekend, it 

was nothing but fast cars and 

arcade action. First stop was 

Crown’s Galactic Circus for 

some ten pin bowling and fun 

interactive games. The boys then 

got revved up for some pedal to 

the metal action at the Formula 

One Grand Prix on Saturday to 

watch the qualifying inal.

The Mates Weekend program is 

just one of the small ways Very 

Special Kids provides kids with a 

fun weekend free from their usually 

stressful lives. There are also Mates 

Weekends for Girls and Mates on 

the Move Weekends for children 

who are very mobile and have 

developmental and intellectual 

disabilities. 

For enquiries about Mates 

Weekends, please contact 

Michelle at the hospice  

on 03 9804 6218.

The ultimate boys’ 
weekend 

Mates Weekends for Boys are a great chance 
for teens to create meaningful friendships, 
hang out and feel like regular kids with 
normal lives.  
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As I approached the big, white building 

at Very Special Kids, I felt both nervous 

and excited about the day ahead. 

I hoped that I wasn’t so early that I 

would be the irst one to arrive, but 

then I reminded myself that this is what 

many of the children attending today’s 

Sibling Day might be feeling. It was my 

job as an adult, and a Family Services 

Volunteer, to take the lead and show 

them how fun was done. 

I’ve been volunteering with Very 

Special Kids for about six months. 

After completing my training, I was 

partnered with a family who wanted 

a volunteer to spend time with their 

two boys, aged eleven and nine years 

old. One is a very special child and the 

other is his very special sibling. 

Today I was here for the young 

sibling. His mother and I had been 

discussing getting him involved in 

the sibling programs because, like 

many parents, she wanted something 

special just for him, given the amazing 

way he adapts to his brother’s needs, 

ofers care and support, and often 

puts his needs second. 

Until now, he had been a bit nervous 

about attending a Sibling Day, so I was 

going to be a familiar face for the day, 

a safety net to make him feel more 

conident. Sibling Day allowed him 

to just be a kid for a day, alongside 

others who share his experience of 

being a young carer.  

Through the theme of Once Upon a 

Time, the siblings embraced the role 

of being storytellers for the day. I was 

delighted watching him run laps of 

Very Special Kids Hospice with his 

teammates and instantly make new 

friends as they searched together for 

clues in each challenge of the day.  

Beyond the initial appearance of kids 

having a fantastic time, you see there 

is also that extra something special 

about these young carers. 

They have the ability to listen so 

carefully to each other’s experiences 

and demonstrate care, compassion, 

and kindness throughout the day.  As 

these little kids immersed themselves 

in each activity, there was lots of 

laughter and incredible creativity and 

imagination shown as we all escaped 

into the characters and stories. 

The day culminated in a special 

performance of our jointly-created 

stories and a celebration of our 

day together with each child being 

presented with a certiicate and 

memento of the day. 

Despite the serious, challenging, 

and often sad side of what brings us 

together at Very Special Kids, each 

time I’ve attended sibling camps 

and day programs I’ve come away 

humbled by these kids. Each time 

I have also been exhausted from 

having so much fun - my face hurting 

from smiling so much. 

I keep volunteering with Very Special 

Kids because I feel like these kids 

show me how to be a better human.

Reflection on 
a Sibling Day 

Family Services Volunteer Maddie Gardam reflects 
on the rewarding experience of being involved in 
her first Sibling Day at Very Special Kids. 
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Special pampering for parents

A highlight of the holidays was a visit to 

Sea Life Melbourne Aquarium, where 

the children were able to get up close 

and personal with ocean animals such 

as sharks, stingrays, turtles, and the 

crowd favourite, cute penguins. 

Marine life also came to the hospice, 

with an incursion allowing the kids 

to see and touch diferent types of 

ish, star ish, sea horses and even an 

octopus. 

Painting was a popular activity as the 

children explored their creativity with 

Svetlana from The Art Cabriolet. Our 

music therapist Amy led a chorus of 

voices in singalongs to ocean songs.

Operated four times each year by 

Very Special Kids Hospice, the School 

Holiday Program ensures that children 

with life-threatening conditions have 

access to activities and outings in a 

safe and controlled environment.

Children staying at Very Special Kids Hospice in 
the July school holidays dived into ocean life with 
amazing excursions, incursions and craft activities. 

Seeing into the sea

Massages and facials 
provided immediate 
indulgence for eight 
very special mums from 
the Pakenham area. 

Student beauty therapists from the 

Chisholm’s Berwick campus pampered 

the group of mums, whose caring 

roles were temporarily suspended for 

some much needed reprieve. 

The dreamy looks on their faces 

told the story of how much it was 

appreciated – with one mum saying 

that she “felt like she was loating on air.” 

Pamper Days are one of the peer 

activities ofered by the Family Support 

Team, which bring parents together to 

enjoy each other’s company and share 

common experiences. 

Phone 03 9804 6222 | Fax 03 9822 1252

Email mail@vsk.org.au | 321 Glenferrie Road, Malvern, Vic, 3144

Regional oices in Ballarat, Bendigo, Brunswick, Hastings, 

Shepparton, Torquay, Traralgon and Warrnambool 

ABN 86 109 832 091 
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Family
News



Full name      Position 

Company name   

Address (not PO Box)   

Suburb      Postcode 

Email      Phone 

Piggy Bank Appeal 
participation form
Please complete details and return to  
Very Special Kids by fax (03) 9822 1252. 

Feed our 
piggy banks

Please select all the ways you would like to get involved in the Piggy Bank Appeal from the activities listed below:

  Yes, we would like to hold a fundraising event/activity.

 Please outline proposed fundraising event/activity – please attach separate sheet for more room.

Date of event      Type of event/activity 

    

    

  Yes, we would like to have a giant piggy trailer visit our organisation as part of our event.

 NB: Subject to availability and fundraising target

  Yes, we will display a Counter Pig collection unit to collect funds. Please send me   (Qty) Units

  Yes, we will display single use collection tins to collect funds. Please send me   (Qty) Units

  Yes, we would like to dress up the Manager or local personality in a pig suit

 NB: Subject to minimum fundraising target of $500

Date of event      Date suit required 

Oice use only:

Date Received 

Donor ID 

 Trails     Merchandise     Events 

Very Special Kids, 321 Glenferrie Road, 

Malvern VIC 3144

Phone 9804 6241 Email events@vsk.org.au 

piggybankappeal.org.au 

A representative from Very Special Kids will be in contact on receipt of this participation form.

We will endeavour to promote all events at piggybankappeal.org.au and other electronic outlets.

Thank you for supporting the Piggy Bank Appeal.



Feed our piggy banks
to help children with life-threatening conditions. piggybankappeal.org.au

DONATE
NOW!


