
Jessy explains the happiness she felt at 

the time. “I’d met the man of my dreams; 

we already had our beautiful little girl 

Amedee and we another baby on the 

way. We’d purchased our own home to 

raise our family and everything was going 

along smoothly. We were ticking all the 

boxes and were achieving everything I 

ever wanted. It was the happiest I’d ever 

been in my life – I felt complete.” 

Twenty weeks into the pregnancy, 

Jessy visited the obstetrician for a 

routine scan. The initial scan showed 

some irregularities, while a secondary 

scan delivered the shocking news that 

Jessy remembers being “the moment 

that all my dreams were shattered and 

everything changed. The sonographer 

and doctor noticed that my baby had 

two small holes in her heart. As soon as I 

heard those words, I started to cry – but 

there was worse to come.”

special lives

Jessy and Mark Renshaw were overjoyed when 
they found out they were expecting their second 
child while honeymooning in Thailand.
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From
the CEO
The 2013/14 inancial year was very 

successful for Very Special Kids, especially 

thanks to the Stonnington Mayoral Gala 

and the exceptional support for our 24 

Hour Treadmill Challenge. This has placed 

us in a position to announce a strong 

inancial result at our Annual General 

Meeting in October, although we still have 

much work to do to reach our potential. 

The focus now is on upgrading our 

infrastructure and, most importantly, 

increasing our ability to provide more 

services to families around Victoria. In 

particular, we are committed to increasing 

our levels of nursing staf to allow more beds 

to be available at Very Special Kids House. 

The upgrade of our family 

accommodation at Malvern has 

commenced and capacity will increase 

from three to seven bedrooms, which will 

enable more families to access the House. 

Thank you to those families who recently 

participated in the survey about access to 

family accommodation and transportation 

services. Your feedback will be used to 

explore possibilities with the Royal Flying 

Doctor Service Victoria about providing 

new transportation services for families. 

As we aim to raise more than $1 million 

during this year’s Piggy Bank Appeal, 

I would like to say a special thank you 

to our Major Partners ALH Group, 

Commonwealth Bank and Seven News, 

as well as our Supporting Partners Advent 

Print Media, Make it Happen, smoothfm 

91.5, Toyota and WTFN. The Piggy Bank 

Appeal is our major fundraising campaign 

and there has never been a better time to 

support Very Special Kids. 

Sarah Hosking, 

Chief Executive Oicer 

“The doctor started 
to notice other things. 
He was concerned 
about the shape of 
the baby’s head and 
that the body was a 
little bit on the shorter 
side. We didn’t know 
what was wrong 
with our baby,” Jessy 
remembered.  

During the pregnancy, a check 

for Down syndrome came back 

negative, but a diaphragmatic 

hernia was discovered and the 

baby’s stomach contents were 

being pushed up through the hole, 

squashing one of her lungs.

When Lily was born, there was sadly 

no time for the bonding between 

mother and daughter.  “They took 

Lily from me straight away to the 

Intensive Care Unit and incubated 

her. I saw Lily with tubes coming 

out of her body and connected 

to a monitor. They then cut open 

my baby for surgery to repair the 

hernia and sew up the hole in the 

diaphragm,” Jessy said.

Mark remembers that “the specialists 

pointed out all of Lily’s faults.  Her 

toes were crossed over, she had a 

third nipple, a bossed forehead, a 

cleft palate and shorter limbs. They 

couldn’t tell us what was wrong 

with Lily and said that we needed a 

geneticist to examine her.” 

“It came back that Lily has a 

chromosomal deletion. Her whole 

body is missing that piece of DNA 

and it’s quite a big deletion. One of 

the hardest challenges we face is that 

it’s diicult to gauge what Lily’s future 

is,” Mark said.  

Very Special Kids helps the 

Renshaws by providing emotional 

and physical support for Jessy 

and Mark, specialised respite care 

for Lily, as well as a trained home 

volunteer and the sibling program 

to support Amedee. 

“When Lily was born, everything 

was so unknown. I was at a really 

low point when Lily was six months 

and my pediatrician referred me 

to Very Special Kids. That was my 

saving grace.” 

“Very Special Kids provided us with 

a support worker who came out 

to our house and told me about 

other families in a similar situation 

to us. Our support worker Ange is 

absolutely fantastic and she provides 

me with the support I need and 

advises me on where else to access 

help,” Jessy said

As well as the emotional and physical 

pressure on Jessy and Mark, Lily’s 

condition has an impact on her 

ive-year-old sister Amedee and baby 

brother James.

“We have a trained home volunteer 

Heidi who comes to our house and 

does crafts and all sorts of wonderful 

things with Amedee. Her support is 

priceless and it’s touched my heart 

that people are willing to help us.” 

“The Sibling Days and camps that 

Very Special Kids runs are also great 

for Amedee, as she meets other 

children her age that have a brother 

or a sister with a disability.” 

“Amedee is starting to get to the 

point now where she is noticing 

that things are a little bit diferent in 

our family. She doesn’t see Lily as a 

hindrance. Whenever we go away, 
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Amedee says ‘I miss Lily. Why can’t 

Lily be on holiday with us?’ It brought 

tears to my eyes the other night when 

out of the blue Amedee asked ‘Lily is 

not going to be able to talk to me or 

run around and play with me, is she?’  I 

told her that mum and dad are going 

to have to look after Lily when she 

gets older. Amedee asked ‘but what 

happens when you die mum, who 

is going to look after Lily then? I can 

look after her. I can take care of her. I 

love Lily mum, I love Lily’ and then she 

started to cry,” Jessy said. 

Very Special Kids House, which is 

Victoria’s only children’s hospice and 

provides specialised 24 hour care, is 

also another very important service 

for the Renshaw family. As Lily’s 

condition prevents her from lying on 

an aeroplane, this poses a challenge for 

Jessy to visit her family in New Zealand. 

“When I go home to see my family in 

New Zealand, we have access to respite 

care for Lily at Very Special Kids House. 

Lily also stayed at the House for two 

weeks when James was born so I had 

time to bond with my new baby and 

start breastfeeding. I don’t think twice 

about leaving her there and I know that 

she is in great care.” 

“From the very irst moment I stepped 

into the House, I quickly realised that 

it was an amazing place.  The nursing 

staf are all so helpful and they really 

care about the children. They treat Lily 

like a precious human being - they 

cuddle her, they talk to her, they do her 

hair. I know that she is well looked after 

at the House and that she is having a 

good time,” Jessy said. 

Lily requires one-on-one care and 

assistance with all her daily needs, such 

as feeding every four hours through 

a PEG tube. She still has at least eight 

medical appointments each month and 

she sees 12 specialists. Lily may never 

walk or talk or eat on her own. 

While Lily’s future is uncertain and there 

will be more challenges ahead, Mark is 

amazed at Lily’s resilience. 

“Lily is one of the happiest kids I have 

ever seen. She doesn’t know that she 

has some major problems and she 

is just happy to be playing with her 

toys. Lily is such a happy child who is 

always smiling and doesn’t know any 

diferent or what she is missing out 

on,” Mark said. 

The Renshaw family is the face of this 

year’s Piggy Bank Appeal and they 

represent the 830 families across 

Victoria who are supported by Very 

Special Kids.  

My donation 
I would like to make a gift of:

  $50    $100    $300    $1,000

Or my choice: $

My info 
Name: 

Address:

Postcode:

Phone:

Mobile:

Email:

Date of Birth: 

My payment
  I would like to donate by cheque / 

money order (payable to Very Special Kids)

OR please debit my credit card:

 VISA   Mastercard  AMEX

Card Number:

      

Expiry:    /     

Signature:

Name on card:

  Single donation

   I authorise Very Special Kids to make 

automatic donations to this value from 

my credit card until further notice  

 Monthly   Quarterly   Annually 

Send to
Very Special Kids 

321 Glenferrie Road, Malvern, Victoria, 3144  

Phone: 03 9804 6222  

Fax: 03 9822 1252 

All donations over $2 are tax deductible.  
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I would like to 
support Very 
Special Kids

“Lily is one of the happiest kids 

I have ever seen. She doesn’t 

know that she has some major 

problems and she is just happy 

to be playing with her toys. Lily is 

such a happy child who is always 

smiling and doesn’t know any 

diferent or what she is missing 

out on.

Mark Renshaw



We are saving for children with 

life-threatening conditions and 

their families, who rely on the 

support of Very Special Kids. 

The Very Special Kids Piggy 

Bank Appeal runs throughout 

September and is a unique 

fundraising campaign that brings 

together people from all parts of 

the community to raise funds for 

Very Special Kids.

Our ive iconic Giant Piggy Banks 

will once again take to our roads 

this September to raise a further 

$1 million to support families 

who are facing one of life’s most 

diicult challenges. 

You can get involved in the Piggy 

Bank Appeal in many diferent 

ways and there is a participation 

form on the inside back page of 

Special Lives. 
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Piggy Dates

Piggy Trails 
Mon 1 to Tue 30 September

Our ive Giant Piggy Bank trailers 

- Patrick, Penelope, Pepi, Pete 

and Princess - visit hundreds of 

towns and suburbs in all corners 

of Victoria to attend community 

events, collect donations and sell 

merchandise. 

Footy Fever Debate
Fri 5 September, 7am to 9am

MCC Members Dining Room, 

Melbourne Cricket Ground

A highlight of both the corporate 

and sports entertainment 

calendars, this humorous and 

sometimes iery debate between 

high-proile football personalities 

tackles the topic “Should the AFL 

support charity clubs?” 

Commonwealth Bank 
Very Special Day 
Fri 26 September

Commonwealth Bank branches 

all across Victoria are holding a 

special day to show their support 

for the Piggy Bank Appeal. Get 

down to your local branch for 

a range of fundraising events 

and activities including sausage 

sizzles, cupcake stalls, staf dress 

ups, merchandise and other 

piggy-related activities. 

Fundraising
News

Most of us had a piggy bank as a child to save 
for something really special. Our iconic piggy 
banks are just bigger versions of the same thing. 
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Sell piggy merchandise
Display a piggy merchandise box full of bright colourful products during 

September on a sale-or-return basis. The full merchandise range is available 

to order separately in addition to the merchandise box. 

I’d pay to see that
Have staf pledge their support to see the Executive Management Team or 

your direct Manager dressed in one of the Very Special Kids pig suits for a 

meeting! Set a target of $500, all donations are tax deductible.

Collect donations with your very own counter pig
Display one of our novel piggy bank collection receptacles or smaller 

collection tins on your shop counters, lunchroom or reception counter 

during the month of September.

Host a giant Piggy Trail stop
Our ive Giant Piggy Banks and volunteer crews are hitting the road in 

September to collect donations, sell merchandise and help you with your 

fundraising activities. If you would like a 700kg pig trotting up to your 

business, organise a fundraising activity and we will do the rest! Please 

register your interest now to secure your preferred date.

Hold a fundraising activity 
Fundraising events and activities are only limited by your imagination! 

Sausage sizzles, piggy-themed morning teas, casual dress days and head 

shaves are always crowd favourites. For more inspiration head to the Piggy 

Bank Appeal website at piggybankappeal.org.au

Have a Very Special Day at your school 
Raise money and help your students understand why and how they are 

contributing to support children with a life-threatening condition, their 

siblings and parents. You can link the day into the school syllabus with the 

two lesson plans created for the Piggy Bank Appeal. 



06 vsk.org.au

Special Dates

Major Events

Very Special Kids fair
Sat 22 November, 9am to 4pm

Very Special Kids, 321 Glenferrie 

Road, Malvern

Fashion Sale
Sat 22 November, 9am to 3pm

Malvern Town Hall, Corner 

Glenferrie Road and High Street, 

Malvern

Community Fundraisers

Kevin Hill Art Show 
Thu 9 to Sat 11 October

Malvern Town Hall, Corner 

Glenferrie Road and High Street, 

Malvern

kevinhillstopten.com.au

Toby’s Golf Day
Tue 28 October, 11.45am 

Woodlands Golf Club, Mordialloc

tobysgolfday.com

Fundraising events to raise 

money for Very Special Kids are 

only limited by your imagination. 

Some of the favourite ideas 

to get you started include fun 

runs, trivia nights, food and wine 

functions, movie nights, concerts 

or fashion shows. 

It’s been a busy few months on the 

community fundraising calendar 

– thank you for the following 

contributions to the important 

work of Very Special Kids.  

•  Enosi Association, inaugural 

dinner and dance – $10,150

•  The Dolls Association of 

Victoria – annual Doll Fair – 

$8,000

•  Dawn McKenzie, Dawn’s 

Dinner – $6,558 to add to the 

staggering total of $105,073 

that has been raised over 20 

years of this great event

•  Rotary Club of Balwyn and Box 

Hill Miniature Railway – mini 

train day –  $3,416

•  Ray Sneddon, Flinders Five 

Challenge and the Flinders  

Pro-Am golf days – $11,000 

•  Newham Pig Festival – 

$13,000 

•  Canada Club of Victoria, Teddy 

Bear Toss – over 300 teddy 

bears and $1,300 

•  Lander & Rogers law 

irm, Crash Landers music 

performance – $5,200

Excellent Contributions 
from the Community 

Fundraising
News

Holding your own fundraising event can be 
a fun and rewarding way for community 
groups, clubs and individuals to make a 
diference to the families of children with a 
life-threatening condition. 
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We thank all the participants who gave 

up their time, ran with their hearts, 

supported their team mates and 

asked their friends, work colleagues 

and family to put their hands in their 

pockets. The $465,000 raised funds 

465 bed nights at Very Special Kids 

House, and smashed the $321,000 that 

was raising during the 2013 event. 

Andrew Cocks, The Fitness 

Generation’s National Marketing 

and Communications Manager / 

Commercial Sales, explains what makes 

the event so special and motivates him 

to be a supporting partner. 

“The Fitness Generation congratulates 

all participants in the 24 Hour Treadmill 

Challenge on achieving a fantastic 

result this year. We truly value the 

partnership with Very Special Kids and 

are inspired by the work they undertake 

and the families they help.

Our small contribution of supplying 

the TRUE treadmills and Schwinn spin 

bikes over the past three years has been 

a pleasure. We look forward to helping 

make the 24 Hour Treadmill Challenge 

an even bigger event for 2015.”

Very Special Kids would like to say 

a huge thank you to all the teams 

that participated in the 24 Hour 

Treadmill Challenge: 

ALH Group – APHS – Team Avah – 

Commonwealth Bank – Emergency 

Services – Ernst & Young – Essendon 

Football Club – Guild Group – Heartfelt 

– JBWere – QBE Foundation – St 

Kevin’s Old Boys Football Club – City of 

Stonnington – SureCare –The Fitness 

Generation – Toyota Financial Services 

– Whitbread Insurance – Vital Oice 

Team Challenge
Raises $465,000 
In a battle of team camaraderie and personal endurance, treadmills 
and spin bikes were continuously in motion to raise $465,000 at the 24 
Hour Treadmill Challenge.

Very Special Kids 
would like to say a 
huge thank you to 
all the teams that 

participated

Proudly supported by



Following a short introduction, 

the group came together 

for a visualisation with some 

soothing music to help 

meditate away any stress and 

inspire the creative process. 

The workshop discussed the 

power of using art to create 

mandalas, which comes from 

the classical Indian language 

of Sanskrit and is loosely 

translated to mean “circle”. 

Mandalas represent a tool for 

self-healing.

The process of making a 

madala was undertaken as a 

whole group. 

The group relected on how 

they can use mandalas in their 

own time or as an activity to 

use in the volunteer role. 

The volunteers valued the 

opportunity to tap into their 

creativity and to relect on 

the meaning behind what this 

meant for them. The end result 

produced a beautiful, thought-

provoking group mandala.

Volunteers Get Creative 
with Art Therapy 

A wonderful group of trained Family 
Support volunteers were involved in a 
professional development themed Self-
Care through Art Therapy during June. 
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Family
News

Diary Dates
11 September
Cofee Morning – Peninsula

14 September
Family Day – Gippsland, 
Gumbuya Park

16 September
Parent Group – Wodonga

18 September
Cofee Morning – Jells Park

22 September
Adolescent Sibling Day

24 September
Sibling Day 

2 October
Sibling Day

3 October
Bereaved Sibling Day

10 to 12 October
Lord Somers Camp

12 October
Remembrance Day 

15 October
Cofee Morning – Peninsula

22 October
Cofee Morning – Kew

30 October
Creating Memories

11 November
Cofee Morning – Peninsula

16 November
Ulysses BBQ Fun Day 

23 November
Very Special Kids 
Christmas Party
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Siblings Reach for The Summit 

The recent Adolescent Sibling Weekend was enjoyed by 21 siblings at a 
brand new venue in Gippsland called The Summit. 

Cofee Mornings provide a chance for parents to widen their support 
networks and connect with other parents who are experiencing similar 
challenges and joys. 

Each person discovered their inner 

courage and capacity to support 

one another during a full day of 

adventure activities. Whether it 

was being catapulted through the 

air across a lake on a giant swing, 

jumping of in leap of faith, zipping 

down the water slide or clambering 

their way through muddy swamps, 

there was something for everyone. 

The Very Special Kids staf members 

and eight fabulous volunteers who 

attended were blown away by the sheer 

determination and tenacity of these 

awesome young people. There was 

also opportunity across the weekend 

for the group to discuss secrets and talk 

about their shared experience of being 

an adolescent sibling in a creative and 

supportive way. 

As always, the wisdom and insight 

exchanged was nothing short of 

inspiring. We are looking forward to 

the Adolescent Sibling Day coming 

up on Monday 22 September, 

which will provide another exciting 

opportunity for peer connections, 

catch up’s and fast-paced fun.

The Cofee Mornings at Jells Park in 

Wheelers Hill continue to be a great 

success, with new and returning 

mums meeting for a cofee and a 

muin and a chat about life. The 

next dates at Jells Park are Thursday 

18 September and Thursday 20 

November.  The remaining Cofee 

Mornings at Kew for the rest of 2014 

will now be held on Wednesdays 

with the next date being 22 October.

The Peninsula Cofee Mornings are 

held monthly at McClelland Gallery 

Cafe in Langwarrin on Thursday 11 

September, Wednesday 15 October 

and Tuesday 11 November. 

Some great friendships and 

connections have been made 

through these Cofee Mornings. We 

encourage people to let their Family 

Support Worker know if they would 

like to receive lyers to the mornings or 

contact Jessica Davey on 

jdavey@vsk.org.au

Connecting Over Cofee 
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Hospice 
Appoints Chief 
Medical Oicer

As part of the commitment 
to improve services to 
families, Very Special Kids 
House recently appointed 
Dr Simon Cohen as a Chief 
Medical Oicer on a part 
time basis. 

He recently moved to Melbourne 

from Sydney, where he worked 

with the Sydney Children’s Hospital 

and was the paediatrician for Bear 

Cottage. Simon brings his experience 

looking after children with severe 

neurological impairments and life 

limiting conditions. He will share that 

knowledge and help provide excellent 

symptom management and quality of 

care for the children attending Very 

Special Kids House. 

Simon believes that end of life 

management is of crucial importance. 

“There is a relevant quote from the 

founder of the modern hospice 

movement Dame Cicely Saunders 

that says ‘How people die, remains 

in the memory of those who live on’. 

The way to help make this memory 

as good as it can be under the 

circumstances is to provide a holistic 

service that cares for any symptoms of 

the child as well as the wishes of the 

family,” Simon said. 

The Very Special Kids House nurses 

and carers met with Simon at a two-

day workshop at Glen Osmond Farm 

in Woodend. We welcome Simon to 

the team.

Children’s hospice
and family support

Congratulations to Jenny Fast, one 

of our very special volunteers, for 

winning the City of Stonnington’s 

Citizen of the Year Award in the 

Community Service category. 

Jenny has been volunteering with 

Very Special Kids for almost 20 

years, since joining as a Family 

Support Volunteer in 1995. She 

is part of the Royal Children’s 

Hospital Visiting Program and 

visits Very Special Kids families in 

the hospital to provide emotional 

and practical support. 

Jenny also volunteers with 

the fundraising team at annual 

fundraising events such as the 

Fair. Well done to Jenny for 

winning this award and for her 

enormous amount of energy, 

passion and time that goes into 

supporting Very Special Kids and 

the community. 

Freecall
1800 888 875
Website and
online donations
vsk.org.au 

Volunteer Wins Community Award



Full Name    Position 

Organisation Name   

Address (not PO Box)   

Suburb    Postcode 

Email    Phone 

Please select all the ways your business would like to get involved in the Piggy Bank Appeal from the activities listed below:

  Yes, our organisation would like to hold a fundraising event/activity.

 Please outline proposed fundraising event/activity – please attach separate sheet for more room.

Date of event    Type of event/activity 

    

    

  Yes, we would like to have a giant piggy trailer visit our organisation as part of our event.

 NB: Subject to availability and fundraising target

  Yes, our organisation will display a Counter Pig collection unit to collect funds. Please send me   (Qty) Units

  Yes, our organisation will display single use collection tins to collect funds. Please send me   (Qty) Units

Please select all items required to support your fundraising event/activity:

 Brochures    A3 event posters   Promotional DVD

Very Special Kids will endeavour to promote all events at piggybankappeal.org.au and other electronic outlets

  Yes, please send me  (Qty) X Donation pink pig cut–outs

  Yes, please send me  (Qty) X Piggy Bank Appeal balloons

  Yes, we would like to dress up the Manager or local personality in a pig suit

 NB: Subject to minimum fundraising target of $500

Date of event    Date suit required 

Piggy Bank Appeal 
Participation Form
Please complete details and return to  
Very Special Kids by fax 03 9804 6229

A representative from Very Special Kids will be in contact on receipt of this participation form.

Thank you for supporting the Piggy Bank Appeal.

Oice use only:

Date Received 

Donor ID 

 Trails   Merchandise   Events 

Very Special Kids, 321 Glenferrie Road, 

Malvern VIC 3144

Phone 9804 6228 Email events@vsk.org.au 

piggybankappeal.org.au 

Feed Our 
Piggy Banks



Feed our piggy banks
to help children with life-threatening conditions. piggybankappeal.org.au

DONATE
NOW!


